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SUBJECT: cata on Alsop. article. in- Washington. Post, 8 Soseuues 50 
oe 


pollevi ngy.are asteiled: iseriaseie, on the. Alsep article eR 
appeared in “the: Washington. Post: on & December: 


‘le | Paragraph z 


ae Ge. jatanead thet tate are. 185, 000 Chinese. Commmist 
troops. in: Yunnan ‘and western Kwang si- Provinees,. of which possibly 
-100,000° are sufficiently close to the. border to be capable. of ; 
launching. an‘ invasion of Indo#Ghine without appreciable forewarning, 
The figure .of 100,000 is: probably the. maximim thet. could.be made. 
available for such ‘an :dperation at. the present. time,. in view .of 
other. Chinese: Communist. commitments’ in South..China,..such as 
maintenance of security, bandit suppression, and protection of 
communications... The Alsop statement that an army of 200,000, 


stationed, at Nanning, “stands posed to. move" is therefore mis- 
penaaae® : ee 

ob.) «G2. estimates: thet ‘there are- . 30-40, Wiek, ‘Minh “C'tndo= 
‘Chinese ‘Comaunist")- battalions. in. Tonkin which heave been.re~equipped 
and trained in: South. China by the Chinese Communists. .These  - 
tettalions have been operational in Tonkin since 16. September. 1950. 
They are believed to include Chinese..Communist technical advisers, 
including artillery instructors, but no Cone EEE TEE of their. 
presence has been received. 


‘7 ade as ; a: gee eed 2% chs 
Ge wie aeedenas of a joint Chinese Communist-Viet Minh 
headquarters, with Soviet "advisers," has frequently been reported... 
in South Chinas. ‘While confirmation of such an areal a is lack- 
ing, its existence is. Pere PSUS * 


Ze Paregrazh 26. 


as ‘The Alsop statenent that "... ene slaaeat of Ali: 
pkuient of preparation for the Chinese onslaught Spernee Korea is 
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now visible again..." ignores the very considerable support the ; 
Chinese Communists, have been extending to the Viet Minh. during 1950, 
This assistance, has already, converted the Viet. Minh. forces: in Tonkin 
from a guerrilla army.into a striking force which now has a slight 
superiority over French forces in the area, and which, if given 

more limited support by Chinese Communist troops than the Alsop 
article implits is imminent, will result in serious French losses in 
Tonkin, i.e., their complete evacuation from Tonkin. - 


b. G2 agrees that some type of Chinese Communist action 
against Indo-China may occur rather soon, but questions whether it 
will be an "onslaught." The.point appears to be that: the Chinese 
Comaunists will. extend whatever. degree.of assistance is necessary to 
insure Viet Minh victory. -If, the, assistance being furnished the 
Viet. Minh on..the present scale, iproves insufficient, in relation to 
the present puild-up of French forees under .MDAP,. then the Chinese 


-Communists are expected to furnish “troops, probably: ‘initially on 


the level of 30,000 - 50, 000. If this action results in further 
increase of MDAP deliveries, the Chinese Communists may step up 
their participation to, 100,000. Beyond that figure of troops pre= 
sently in South China who could possibly be spared. (see. paragraph 
lea. above), it is.difficuly to predict a the present, time. 


- Paragraph Be, 

a. ‘The Peking meeting in November 1949 of the worta 
Federation of Trade. Unions (WETU) -was - -designed to promulgate a. 
strategy. of. Comauni st : ‘conquest in Asia and to. set ‘up, the organiza- 
Gionel apparatus | for, its execution. The conference divided Asiatic 

countries, | from Iran. eastward, into three blocs; Gommuimist states: 
Mongolia, North , Korea, and Chinas; non-Communist countries considered 
fairly vulnerable to.conquest: Vietnam (Indo-China), South Korea, 
Indonesia, . Thailand, the Philippines, and Malaya; and ron-Communist 
countries where victory was still relatively distant; Iran,. Pakistan, 
India, Ceylon, Burma, and Japan. While Indo-China. and South Korea 
were not specifically: ‘"... coupled as the, first. . two targets of. 
Communist expansion in Asia ..." at. this. -meeting,. the Alsop statement 
is substantially. correct, since the conquest of other states in South~ 
east, Asia. appears to pane? on the successful . Communist ; ‘effort in 
Indo-China. 


‘be G2 has no confirmation of actual agreements between 
Mao Tse-tung and Ho Chi Minh for present preparations, although a 

















OG BIEL nn 











TOF Stuigeg = 





SUBJECT: Comment on ne Article in Washington Post, 8 Dec 50 


plan covering ‘he eal of materiel, the training of Viet Minh 
forces, the provision of technical advigers, . and possibly the use 
= Caine se: -Communis's : Tee is believed probable. 


Ae Paragraph ren ; 


a. The. statement regarding Chinese Gommunist protests of 
alleged French ponder violations and raids placid ada, 


b.. The ecceut imputed to Chinese Commies General 
Wu Hsiu-chuan at the Security Council, tothe effect that the Chinese 
would "liberate" Indo-China just as Korea-has. been "liberated" has 
not been confirmed (State Department Bureau of. Far Eastern Affairs 
has been queried by G2). A search of State Department U.S. Affairs 
Section records can be made if it is desired to pursue the matter | 
further. - 5 é 


Be Earagreph. B.. 


Be. ‘Tt has been. the Gevegtianes thet in. the. event of large. 
scale invasion of Indo-China by Chinese Communist forces, the French 
Army in Indo-China, presently estimated to be 146,000, would be 
forced out initially oe Tonkin, The mes statement agrees with 
this oa ‘ 

De , ‘The statement that va Indo-China is “lost, the remainder 
of Southeast Asia will follow, is in general accord with existing G2, 
JIC, and JCS. estimates of the importance of Indo-China to the West. 
The Alsop artidle includes all of Asia, thus including Japan, “which 
will not necessarily follow other Asian cowtries if the United States 
continues the military, political, and economic. effort. to retain: in- 
fluence there. 


The..Appendix to Enclosure "4" of Jas ye indicates 
that Soviet control of all major components of Asia's war potential 
might become a decisive factor-in the balance of power between the 
U.S. and the, U.S.S.R. If Asia is lost, prolonged resistance by: nations 
of Western Europe is certainly: a. subject of debate, although the Alsop 


statement that it is "... tupoeenbte: to expect pippees” resistance ..." 


t 


is UES e ene eP Ey, sweeping. 
6. Patabhadh 6... . 


Comment on the Truman-Atlee talks, and on U.S. policy 
suggestions, is beyond the purview of G2. 
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7. Feragrarh & : 


Ghe aieos: peikaient that Use air ctoreeue in. es Korea, i 
and. bpneie. are considerably outweighed by Soviet air forces in | 
eastern Siberia and Manchuria, is BUReHenN ARTSY correct. Comparative 
figures are as follows: \ 


» i wert 
at Sh 


USSR FEAF (spprozipate) 
-2,200 fighters 600 fighters 

600 attack 100 ren 

500 transport 280 cargo » 


22,000 bombers... - $70 others | 
oa Brees 200 bombers | é 
540 Navy & aia eoitibeds<: 


be G2, at least, has not "..4 mnooversd andsuneeet evidence 
of a Sino-Soviet agreement that if we bomb Chinese and Manchurian 
targets, these local Soviet air forces will enter the fray." Not all 
of the provisions of the Sino-Soviet mutual defense treaty are known; 
however, such reaction: is not only possible but probable. 


8. Paragraph 8. 


Comment on repercussions of U.S. bombing of Chinese and 
Manchurien targets on U.S. policy decisions is beyond the purview of 
G2, : 


9. Paragraph 9. : 


Comment on U.S. policy towards building up the military 
potential of the West within the pnorees’ possible sae is beyond the 
purview of G2. j c 


10,: Paragraph Lo. 


a. It is entirely possible, and. is probable, that, as the 
Alsop article states, the Kremlin "... has speeded up its timetable 
in a way that the worst pessimists never pussoanatedess” 


be With respeet to the possibility of a Soviet army move in 
‘the Spring of 1951, following an Indo-China attack this winter by 
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Se SUBJECT “aes 


L Dec 50 COMMENT ON ALSOP ARTICLE IN WASHINGTON POST, 8- DECEMBER 50 


2 infms. DC/S,Admin, that the following are detailed comments on the Alsop ariticle which 

op ared in the Washington Post on 8 Dec. Paras le a. G2 estimates that there are 185,000 

ninese Communist troops in Yunnan and western Kwangsi Provinces, of which possibly launching 

1 invasion of Indo-China without appreciable forewerning. Para. 2. a. The Alsop Statement 

wt every element of the pattern of preparation for the “ninese onslaught against Korea is 

ww visible again..." ignores the very considerable support the Chinese Communists have been 

‘tending to the Viet Mink during 1950. Paba. 3, a. The Peking meeting in Nov 49 of the World 

“ROM: Federation of trade Unions(WFTU) was designed to promulgate a strategy of Communist 
conguest in Asia and to set up the organizational apparatus for its execution. otcoee 


a2/I (Bolling) 11 Dec 50 TOP SECRET memo to DC/8,Admin, and Incl. Alsop Article 
in Washington Post, 8 Yec 50. 





IATE ll Dec 50 TO EXECeeeses : : é “ 
13 Dee 50 FILED RR. «..Noted DC/SsADM 13 Dec 50 by WM. va | (12 
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